Thienopyridines in percutaneous coronary interventions: standard procedures and high risk subsets.
Due to the significant clinical and economic consequences of subacute stent thrombosis and the use of more complex devices (brachytherapy, drug eluting stents) in a variety of clinical situations (i.e. acute coronary syndromes), initiation and duration of a combined antiplatelet therapy using aspirin and a thienopyridine drug has become an issue of ongoing discussion in interventional cardiology. This review will provide a short introduction into the pathophysiology of stent thrombosis before standard procedures and critical issues on the use of thienopyridines in the setting of coronary interventions are discussed. Furthermore, clinically relevant issues that are not clearly covered by recommendations or guidelines like thienopyridines after coronary interventions in patients on chronic oral anticoagulation are also addressed.